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Each term I will send out any updates for you as parents about current topics around safeguarding in schools. It is important to be aware so that we can all work together to ensure our children are safe in all areas of their lives. Sexual Harassment in Schools
Last year, OFSTED completed an investigation into sexual harassment in schools and colleges. After speaking to over 900 pupils of all ages, the review revealed how prevalent sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are for children and young people. The report said that for some children, incidents are so commonplace that they see no point in reporting them.
Girls told OFSTED that sexual harassment and online sexual abuse, such as being sent unsolicited explicit sexual material and being pressured to send nude pictures (‘nudes’), are much more prevalent than adults realise. For example, nearly 90% of girls, and nearly 50% of boys, said being sent explicit pictures or videos of things they did not want to see happens a lot or sometimes to them or their peers. The full report can be read online.
What is sexual harassment?
Sexual harassment in general is any unwanted sexual attention that can cause physical, emotional, mental, psychological or economic harm to the victim. It can happen both online or offline.
Does this happen in primary schools?
Boys and girls mix together in every social environment, at every age and many children will never experience sexism, harassment or abuse based on gender.
It is important that we teach all children (both boys and girls), of all ages, what is acceptable interaction and what is not, and then what they must do if any unwanted attention happens to them.
The report recommended that school leaders should create a culture where sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are not tolerated, and where they identify issues and intervene early to better protect children and young people.
What do we do at our Schools?
We encourage children to be open about their experiences so that they know it is always safe to disclose concerns to a trusted adult. We aim to create an environment that teaches boys and girls how to behave respectfully towards each other, and how to respect personal and physical boundaries. If children understand their own bodies, the terminology to use and why certain words are not appropriate, they will speak more knowledgably and respectfully to each other.
Each classroom has a worry box or jar, so that children know they can ask anything or share any concern confidentially too. 







WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU HAVE A CONCERN
ABOUT A CHILD
If you are worried about a child's safety, please do not hesitate to contact any of the Designated
Safeguarding Leads straight away.
Mrs Barlow
Miss Lyons
Miss Roberts (St Benet’s)
Mrs Curtis (St Edmund’s)
Through the school office email or by phone. 





What can you do as parents?
We should not frighten children but should develop age appropriate awareness and understanding of the dignity of the person and how to respect self, thereby giving skills to respect others. If children understand their own bodies, the terminology to use, why other words are not appropriate, they will speak more knowledgably and respectfully to each other.
Pupils who are the victim of any level of inappropriate sexual behaviour must tell (and adults must make it safe for them to do so)
Challenge your child if they are using stereotypical or sexist language and educate why it is wrong—the sooner we remove the normalisation of this language, the better
Talk openly (in an age appropriate way) about anatomy and the similarities and differences between people. We are all made in the image and likeness of God and so our form, no matter what form that takes, is always perfect to God (there is no superior gender)
Teach your child (and model) what healthy relationships look like—this is lifelong learning that will shape how your child views their future interactions with people and what they see as acceptable
Teach your child about consent
 Make sure your child knows that they can say “No” when the behaviour of another person crosses and acceptable boundary
Teach your child to tell someone they trust about what has happened to them—we action and record all incidents















Online Safety from Internet Matters
Young children (6-10)
Early use of digital technology has been shown to improve language skills and promote children’s social development and creativity.
But it’s not without risks for young children, who may come across inappropriate content or begin to copy what older children do online. We’ll help you to understand what you can do to give young children the best experience of going online. For up to date advice please use the link below to ensure you are doing all you can to keep your child safe online. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/





Safeguarding Governor
Our Safeguarding Governor at St Edmund’s and St Benet’s is Mary Sparrow. The safeguarding governor’s responsibilities include:
- Behaviour and recruitment of both staff and volunteers
- Ensuring the school is following safe recruitment procedures and reviewing all activity and policy relating to the physical and emotional well-being of all children
- Seeking improvement to ensure the school follows best practice in creating a productive and safe environment for all.
She can be contacted through the school office emails. Office.stedmunds@cpswv.org or office.stbenets@cpswv.org 
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